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Abstract 

 This document is a federal compliance manual for the Somersworth and 

Rollinsford School Districts, SAU 56.  A comprehensive local plan for English 

Learners, also known as a LAU Plan, is required under the federal Office of Civil 

Rights. 

 English Learners (ELs), or (ELLs), by definition, are students with limited 

English proficiency.  This student population may include recent immigrants or 

refugees from other countries, as well as US born children with parents or guardians 

that maintain a language other than English in the home.  One characteristic of all 

ELs is the fact that their limited English proficiency hampers their ability to 

successfully access the curriculum. 

 

Identification of English Learners 

1. All families must complete the Home Language Survey at the time of enrollment.  

2. The school district will provide an interpreter if a parent requests one, or if the 

need is obvious. 

3. Home Language Surveys which indicate that a language other than English is 

spoken in the home must be given to the ESOL teacher. 

4. The ESOL teacher does an initial assessment (or “screening”) of students with the 

W-APT, the required assessment in New Hampshire.  

 The W-APT may be downloaded at no charge from the www.wida.us website.  

 The MODEL may be purchased from WIDA at www.wida.us .   

5. The ESOL teacher scores the W-APT and determines if students are eligible for 

English language acquisition instructional services through the ESOL Program.  

 The NHDOE Assessment Bureau provides guidance on cut scores which indicate 

eligibility for such educational services: 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/documents/wapt_model.pdf   

The Kindergarten cut-off score is 26.  Students in grades 1-8 are eligible for 

ESOL services if they achieve a Composite Score of less than 5. 

5. The ESOL teacher must notify parents of their child’s eligibility status within 

required time limits. (See “Parental Notification” section.) 

http://www.wida.us/
http://www.wida.us/
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/documents/wapt_model.pdf
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6. The School District should file the Home Language Surveys and W-APT scores 

in the students’ cumulative folders.  The ESOL teacher should keep a copy of 

each document for all eligible ELs in the ESOL working files. 

7. Data on eligible students must be entered in the State ESOL Fall and/or Mid-year 

roster report by the ESOL teacher or an administrator who is familiar with the 

local program for ELLs. 

 

Placement of Students 

Somersworth and Rollinsford school districts will assess the English language skills of 

students who have been identified as being eligible according to the Home Language 

Survey, using the WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT).  

 

Initial assessment must be administered by a certified ESOL teacher and will include: 

 

 proficiency test scores in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  

 content knowledge and skills diagnosis. 

 records of previous schooling if available through previous school, refugee 

camp, 

Consulate, or orphanage. 

 information from parent/guardian meeting conducted by ESOL teacher. 

(Appendix F)  

 an interpreter (provided by the school district) if the parent request or if the need 

is obvious.  

 

 Criteria for placement in ESOL 

 

 Grades K and 1: ESOL services will be provided unless a student scores in the 

Bridging (Level 5) on the listening and speaking test and at the highest levels 

in pre-literacy skills in Reading and Writing according to the W-APT initial 

screening.  (Appendix D) 

 Grades 2 to 12: ESOL services will be provided unless a student scores in the 

Bridging range on listening, speaking, reading and writing assessments 
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1. The School District will place ELs in classrooms with their age-peers or in 

exceptional cases, within one year of their age-peers. 

 

Parental Notification 

1. The School District will send parents a letter which indicates a student’s 

eligibility for the local program for English Learners within 30 days of the 

beginning of the school year, or within 14 days if the student enrolls later in the 

year.  (See Appendix.)                                                                                                                     

2. The School District will provide an oral interpretation or a translation of required 

parental notifications if requested by the parents or if the need is obvious. 

3.  Parents have the right to enroll their child in the ESOL Program or to decline the 

instructional services for ELs. 

4. The ESOL teacher should file the written response/permission form from parents 

in the student’s cumulative folder and keep a copy in the ESOL working file. 

5. Parents may choose to remove a student from the ESOL Program at any time, 

however, this does not exclude the student from taking the ACCESS for ELLs 

test. Likewise, they can choose to re-enroll the student in the program if the 

student is still eligible for services. 

6. Parents of children participating in the ESOL Program will be informed of the 

instructional goals of the program and the progress of their children.  

(See Appendix).    

7. The School District will send parents an annual report which indicates the 

continuing placement of eligible students in the ESOL Program.  (See Appendix).  

8. When a student achieves proficiency in English, as measured by qualifying 

ACCESS for ELLs© test scores, the School District will notify parents of the 

student’s transition into “Monitored Status”, and explain that no ESOL instruction 

will be provided during this four-year period. This will be done in conjunction 

with sending parents the student’s ACCESS scores. 
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Assessment of English Learners 

1. A qualified ESOL teacher will assess all eligible ELs (including students enrolled 

in the ESOL program, students whose parents declined services for ESOL, and 

students for whom no ESOL teacher was available) annually with the ACCESS 

for ELLs© test in the four domains of Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. 

(For more information on the annual assessment, please see the ACCESS for 

ELLs© link on the NHDOE Assessment website or use the following link: 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/ells.htm ) 

2. The School District sends score reports to parents.  These reports are included 

with the ESOL Program End of Year Report. (See Appendix). 

3. The School District files a copy of the score reports in ELs’ cumulative folders. 

The ESOL teacher files copies of score reports in the ESOL working files. (See 

Appendix). 

4. It is recommended that ESOL teachers informally assess progress in second 

language acquisition at least three times a year. See www.wida.us for suggestions 

regarding formative assessment. 

5. Students enrolled for less than one full academic year are exempt from taking the 

Reading/Language Arts portion of the State content assessment. However, they 

must participate in the Math and Science assessments. 

6. If necessary, ESOL students may have the Math and Science assessments read 

aloud as a standard accommodation. 

 

Monitoring and Exit 

1. Students transition to monitored status for a four year period upon attainment of 

proficiency in English, as measured by the ACCESS for ELLs© test. 

2. No ESOL instructional services can be provided during the monitoring period. 

However, the student may be eligible for additional services in the areas of 

reading, writing, and/or math under the RtI model. 

3. ESOL teachers should check students’ progress quarterly (or three times a year, 

based on the district’s reporting cycle) by reviewing grades on report cards and/or 

through consultation with the student's guidance counselor or classroom 

teacher(s). 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/ells.htm
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4. If an EL does not receive grades of C or 2 or better and low grades are related to 

second language acquisition, he or she may be re-entered in the ESOL Program 

with parental permission. Upon attainment of proficiency on the ACCESS for 

ELLs© test, the student returns to monitored status. 

5. The ESOL teacher will document a student’s monitored status in the cumulative 

folder, as well as in the ESOL’s electronic or paper-based working file. 

6. When a student successfully completes the four-year monitoring period, he or she 

officially exits the ESOL Program. Documentation of this fact will be clearly 

noted in the student’s cumulative folder, as well as in the electronic or paper 

ESOL files. (See Appendix.) 

 

Instructional Program 

1. The School District has developed a comprehensive educational program that 

addresses the English language acquisition needs of its identified ELs. 

2. The overall goal of the program is to provide ESOL instruction of sufficient 

intensity so that ELs can successfully access the mainstream curriculum. 

3. The local ESOL instructional program is offered to all ELs in K-12, regardless of 

the number of eligible students. 

4. The School District employs a variety of models for providing ESOL instruction 

that will meet the second language acquisition needs of its enrolled ELs. 

Instructional models include: small group or individual pull-out program, ESOL 

instruction in the mainstream classroom, and sheltered instruction within the 

mainstream classroom.  

5. The ESOL support schedule will be coordinated with required content courses for 

English Learners. 

6. Curriculum for the district’s ESOL students will be appropriate for all levels of 

English proficiency, based on research, respectful of ELs’ diverse cultures, and 

aligned with WIDA English Language Development Standards and Common 

Core State Standards. 

7. Intensity of ESOL instruction should match each student’s level of proficiency in 

English. Recommended intensity of instruction:  Newcomers (“Entering”) and 

beginners (“Emerging”) should receive at least 2 hours (class periods) of ESOL 
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instruction per day. Early intermediate (“Developing”) and intermediate 

(“Expanding”) level students should receive at least 1 hour (class periods) per 

day. For more advanced students (“Bridging”), instruction should focus on 

remaining area(s) in which the students have scored 4.0 or lower on the ACCESS 

test. Instruction may vary between one hour (class period) per day and one hour 

per week, depending on individual need. 

8. The ratio of ESOL teachers (who are based in one school only) to ELs should be 

equivalent to the ratio of classroom teachers to all other students at elementary 

and middle school levels in the school district. The ESOL teacher-student ratio 

may need to be adjusted downward when ESOL teachers travel to two or more 

schools, when “newcomers” enroll, and in situations where students cannot be 

clustered in small groups for ESOL instruction. 

9. ESOL teachers and classroom/content teachers should collaborate regularly to 

provide instruction that is appropriate for ELs’ respective levels of proficiency 

and aligned with the mainstream curriculum. 

10. The School District is required to purchase materials, equipment, and supplies for 

their ESOL program with district funds. Local funds must also be used to hire 

ESOL teachers, tutors, coordinator, and/or paraprofessionals.                            

11. Paraprofessionals may only reinforce the core English acquisition instruction that 

is provided by a certified ESOL teacher. Lessons should be planned under the 

supervision of an ESOL teacher. 

12. ESOL instruction for K-12 eligible students will take place during regular school 

hours. 

13. English is the official language of instruction in New Hampshire. This rule 

applies to ESOL instructional services as well as mainstream classes.              

Note: a school district may request a waiver from this rule from the State Board 

of Education. 

 

Equitable Access and Resources 

1. ELs will have access to the full school curriculum (both required and elective 

courses) while they are enrolled in the ESOL program. 
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2.  ELs will be able to participate in “specials” (art, music, physical education, 

library, and technology), school activities, assemblies, clubs, sports, and special 

events with all the other students. 

3. ELs will have the opportunity to participate in special programs (e.g., Gifted and 

Talented, Advanced Placement courses, Title I, Special Education, etc.) if they 

meet the eligibility requirements. 

4. Counseling services provided to ELs must be comparable to those available to all 

other students. This includes guidance on post-secondary education and training, 

entrance exams, and financial aid opportunities. 

5. The quality of instructional facilities and services available to ELs must be 

comparable to those available to all other students. 

6. The quality and quantity of instructional materials for ESOL instruction must be 

comparable to those provided to all other students and teachers. 

7. ELs may remain in high school until age 21 in order to receive adequate and  

appropriate instruction and to accumulate credits to graduate 

 

ESOL at the High School Level  
 

High School ELL students will have the opportunity to graduate on time. 

 

 Credit for ESOL academic support and language instruction will count toward 

graduation. 

 

 ESOL students may remain in high school until age 21 in order to receive 

adequate and appropriate instruction and to accumulate credits to graduate 

 

Somersworth High School offers: 

 

ESOL 813 for students in grades 9-12, in which they may earn up to 2.00 credits 

per year.  Placement of ELLs in ESOL 813 is based on formal and informal 

assessment of language proficiency.    

 

Special Education 

1.  The School District has a clear procedure for identifying ELLs who may be in 

need of Special Education services. 
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2. To avoid over-identification of ELLs with Special Education needs, it is essential 

to distinguish between students with language differences and students with 

learning challenges or disabilities. 

3. Students are screened for English proficiency prior to Special Education 

Evaluation. 

4. The ESOL teacher is part of the Evaluation Team. 

5. Testing instruments used to evaluate ELLs for language dominance or Special 

Education placement must be valid and reliable for ELLs, and must be 

administered by qualified evaluators. 

6. The School District must notify parents of their rights and responsibilities in the 

language they can best understand. (Procedural Safeguards are now available in 

10 languages. The documents are available on the NHDOE Special Education 

website.) 

7. The School District will identify and place all ELLs who qualify for Special 

Education services in a timely manner. 

8. In cases where ELLs are identified for Special Education services, the ESOL 

teacher is part of the IEP team. 

9. To meet the specific language acquisition and Special Education needs of 

identified ELLs, the School District should ensure collaboration of ESOL teachers 

and Special Educators, and coordination of their respective programs. 

 

Other Educational Services 

1.  If an ELL qualifies for additional services, such as Title I supplemental 

instruction, tutoring, and/or Special Education services, the district or school may 

not choose or limit the program(s) in which the student is entitled to enroll. In 

addition, the ESOL program cannot substitute for other educational services for 

which the student may qualify. Likewise, SPED and/or Title I services cannot 

substitute for ESOL services 

 

 

 

 

 

Qualified Staff 
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1. Teachers who provide instruction in English language acquisition should have an 

ESOL endorsement. If a certified ESOL teacher cannot be found, the district 

should hire a teacher who can obtain a Statement of Eligibility and pursue ESOL 

certification through the Alternative IV ESOL certification option. 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/lau1991.html.  

2. Only certified ESOL teachers administer the W-APT and ACCESS for ELL® 

assessments. Teachers must complete ACCESS training, offered by the NHDOE 

or WIDA, to become certified to administer these tests.  

3. ESOL teachers, tutors, and paraprofessionals should be evaluated by school 

district personnel who are knowledgeable about ESOL theory, teaching strategies, 

and culturally-diverse students.  

 

Job Description of ESOL Teachers 

 
Qualification:  Bachelor’s Degree 

    NH Certification in ESOL K-12 

 

Administrative Responsibilities 
 

The ESOL Teacher will: 

 

 Monitor Home Language Surveys (HLS) to determine students who should be 

screened for ESOL services. 

 Administer and score the WIDA W-APT screener to students who hear or speak 

another language in their home, as determined by the HLS, to determine 

eligibility for ESOL services. 

 Deliver permission forms to parents when a student is eligible. 

 Maintain a current list of students enrolled in ESOL, including students on 

monitor status. 

 Create and maintain an ESOL schedule of services, ensuring that there is a 

balance between services provided in the class, and services provided outside of 

the classroom. 

 Actively participate in the process of determining if an LEP student has a learning 

disability. 

 Monitor the progress of ESOL students who have been exited from the program 

for a period of four years.  

 Maintain student files and records in compliance with Title III regulations. 

 Advocate for ESOL students and their families. 

 Act as a liaison between LEP families and various school staff. 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/lau1991.html
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 Follow the guidelines of the NH State Legal Compliance Manual Equal Access in 

providing appropriate amount and quality of instruction. 

 

Instructional Responsibilities 
 

The ESOL Teacher will: 

 

 Collaborate with classroom teachers to ensure that students’ language needs are 

being met in the classroom, and that language instruction provided out of the 

classroom is in line with Common Core State Standards and classroom content. 

 Design and implement informal and formal assessments of students’ language 

learning. 

 Design language lessons that support students’ ability to participate in the 

academic content of the mainstream classroom. 

 Provide direct language instruction. 

 Collaborate with teachers, administrators and other school staff to ensure equal 

access. 

 Participate in Special Education team meetings when a student is identified. 

 Assess and evaluate student progress in English language learning and report on 

that progress at the close of each marking term. 

 Attend parent teacher conferences of ESOL students. 

 

Terms of Employment:  As outlined in the Somersworth Association of Educators 

Master Plan. 

Salary: As outlined in the Somersworth Association of Educators Master Plan. 

Evaluation: Performance evaluated in accordance with board and district policy. 

 

Job Description of ESOL Tutors 
 

Qualifications:   

 

1. College graduate, certified teacher preferred 
2. Previous experience in educational setting 
3. Experience working with children 

 

Performance responsibilities 
 

The ESOL Tutor will support ESOL teachers by: 
 

 working with ESOL students under the supervision of ESOL teacher.  Students may 

be in classroom situation, or may require one-on-one assistance. 

 demonstrating a continuous sensitivity to cultural and linguistic needs of children 

that are assigned. 

 carrying out instructional activities and lessons suggested by the ESOL teacher, and 

working in collaboration with classroom teacher when appropriate. 
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 participating in district-offered professional development when possible and 

maintaining ESOL tutor competency through assistance and guidance of ESOL 

teacher, as well as other professional development offerings that become available. 

 participating in other responsibilities as assigned by supervisor. 

 

Instructional Time and Space 

 

Somersworth and Rollinsford school districts will provide adequate space for 

all ESOL instruction. Closets, stairwells, hallways, and libraries are not 

considered adequate space. 
 

Somersworth and Rollinsford school districts will provide instructional time 

based on recommendations that are aligned with proficiency assessment 

scores of ACCESS for ELLs. 

 
 Entering and Beginning levels – 2-4 hours/class periods per day. 

 Developing levels – 1-2 hours/class periods per day. 

 Expanding levels – 1 hour/class period per day. 

 Bridging levels – students with a cumulative score at a bridging level (5.0 or 

higher) with no domain lower than 4.0 will be placed on monitor status and 

monitored for a period of two years. 

 

 Actual time allotments depend on age, grade, oral and literacy skills in the 

native language; educational background; and the context of the classroom 

in which the student is placed.  K-1 children may be best served by 

slightly less time due to low attention spans. 

 

 Collaboration to modify lessons and / or establish a push-in program in the 

classroom may be necessary when Special Education considerations or 

scheduling conflicts make adherence to time recommendations 

unworkable.   

 

     Professional Development 

1. The district must provide or fund at least one professional development activity 

per year for its full-time and part-time ESOL teaching staff. This may include 

regional conferences, online webinars, and workshops at the NHDOE, as well as 

local training opportunities.  

2. Professional development related to ESOL instructional strategies and/or cultural 

competency should also be provided yearly for school faculty, staff and 

administrators.  This can be done, in part, through regular consultation between a 

certified ESOL teacher and classroom teachers of ELs. 
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Local Compliance Plan 

1.  The federal Office of Civil Rights states that every School District/SAU must 

write a comprehensive local plan (also known as a LAU plan) for English 

Language Learners in grades K-12.  

2. A copy of the completed plan must be sent to the NHDOE ESOL office for 

approval. 

3. The local compliance plan will be updated periodically to reflect changes in State 

or federal policy, or changes in the local program for English Language Learners. 

 

Evaluation and Documentation of ESOL Program 
 

Somersworth and Rollinsford school districts will have a written plan to 

evaluate the adequacy of services provided for students identified as English 

Language Learners.  It will:  
 

 document that services were provided and that they were appropriate 

 include evaluation plans for the district’s ESOL Program (Appendix G) 

 

Somersworth and Rollinsford school districts, under the supervision of the 

Special Education Director, will monitor and document appropriateness and 

effectiveness of services provided. It will: 

 
 show means used to identify ELL students 

 evaluate placements to ensure they are appropriate 

 assess appropriateness of  instructional practices with scientifically-based 

resources used for ESOL instruction 

 require regular ESOL District Team meetings.  

 document parental involvement and communications with parents 

 document collaboration between ESOL teacher and mainstream teachers 

 document support, training, and technical assistance offered to classroom 

teachers 

 document communication with classroom / content-area teachers of ELL 

student progress 

 document multiple criteria used for partial exit from program and method of 

documentation for 2-year monitoring period 

 document assessment results, instructional placement, reclassification, and 

follow-up monitoring  

 document multiple criteria used for full exit 
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Office of Civil Rights 

1. The regional OCR office is located in Boston, MA. The current director is 

Thomas Hibino. Phone: 617-289-0011.  

2. In the NH Department of Education, Mariane Gfroerer can provide more 

information about civil rights. Email: Mariane.Gfroerer@doe.nh.gov.   

Phone: 271-6691. 

 

Local Contact Information 

Superintendent of Schools 

Jeni Mosca 

Phone: 603-692-4450 

jmorsca@sau56.org 

  

Director of Student Services 

Pam MacDonald 

Phone: 603-692-4450 

pmacdonald@sau56.org 

 

ESOL Coordinator 

Jolene Francoeur 

Phone: 603-692-2435 

jfrancoeur@sau56.org

mailto:Mariane.Gfroerer@doe.nh.gov
mailto:pmacdonald@sau56.org
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Home Language Survey 

 
School:________________________   District:_____________________  Date:_______ 

 
Student Information    

First name: Last name: Date of Birth: Gender: 

□ female  □ male 

 

Country of Birth: Date first enrolled in a U.S. 

school: 

Month_____  Year_______ 

Current grade: 

 

 
Family Information  

Name of parent/legal guardian: 

 

 

Phone number: 

Address: 

 

 

□ Please translate school notices.    

Language_________________ 

 

 
Questions for Parents/Guardians Response 

Please list all languages spoken in your home. 

 

 

Which language did your child first hear or speak? 

 

 

If English is the only language listed, stop here. If another 

 language is listed, please answer the rest of the questions. 
    

Which language(s) do you speak to your child? 

 

 

Which language(s) does your child speak at home with adults? 

 

 

Which language(s) does your child speak at home with other children? 

 

 

 

 

For parents and guardians: If a language other than English is listed above, an ESOL teacher will test 

your child to find out if he or she can speak, understand, read, and write well in English.  The results will be sent 

to you within 30 days.  Based on the results of the test, your child may be eligible to enroll in an English language 

(ESOL) class at school. Parents/guardians may accept or decline ESOL program services for their child.    

 

 
Instructions for survey administrator: 

1. Please provide an interpreter when necessary. 

2. If responses indicate a language other than English, please contact the ESOL teacher and provide her/him with a copy of 

this survey.      Date of referral to ESOL teacher: ________________ 

3. File original Home Language Survey in student’s cumulative folder. 
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English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program 

Somersworth/Rollinsford School District 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

To the Parents of _______________________  Grade: ______________________ 

   (Student’s Name) 

 School: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Subject: Parental Notification of Student Eligibility for Placement in the ELL Program 

 

Your child _____________________________ has been assessed for English language proficiency. 

 

Results of the assessments: W-APT Oral______________; W-APT Listening ____________; 

 

W-APT Reading_______________; W-APT Writing________________; 

 

W-APT Overall Score _________________ .  

Based on these results, your child qualifies for the ELL Program. Your child’s English language level is 

__________________. 

 

Identification for Eligibility for ELL Services 

Your child was given a language assessment because a language other than English was entered on his/her Home 

Language Survey when he/she registered for school.  This practice is in alignment with Somersworth/Rollinsford 

School District policy and Federal law.  Students who have an overall score of less than 5 on the W-APT (and scores 

lower that 4 in any subtest) are eligible to receive ELL services. 

 

Description of the ELL Program 

The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program is an instructional program for students who are 

non- English language background students.  The student’s English language proficiency level determines his/her 

participation in the program.  The goal of the program is to develop English communication and cognitive-academic 

language skills so that the students can achieve academic success and assimilate into the school community. 

Delivery of ELL Services 

The Somersworth/Rollinsford School District currently provides ESOL services in the elementary schools, middle 

school and high school. All of the schools provide pullout ESOL services for students who can succeed in the 

mainstream classroom with additional ESOL support/instruction. The goal of the program is to transition ESOL 

students out of the program so that they can successfully compete academically with their same grade peers in the 

mainstream classroom without ESOL support. Methods of instruction in the ESOL Program are research based and 

are taught by Highly Qualified, certified ESOL teachers. 

 

Time Frame for Delivery of Services 

Generally it is expected that students who arrive as non-English speakers will need at least three years direct 

services by a certified ESOL specialist and two years of monitored status. Most students who are consistently in the 

United States for at least five years can succeed academically, particularly if they arrive in the first or second grade. 

 

Meeting the Needs of Your Child 

This school year your child will develop these English language skills: 

Your child will receive direct language instruction in the areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing. The 

ESOL Curriculum is closely aligned to the mainstream curriculum. The goal of the Somersworth/Rollinsford School 

District Pullout ESOL Program is to provide students with language support to help them be successful in the 

mainstream classroom.  

This year your child will develop these skills in the content areas:  

Your child will participate in the mainstream curriculum while receiving support from the ESOL Program in his/her 

building. He/She will also have complete access to all programs in the school and work on the same skills as all 

mainstream students.  Language development will be supported as content area work is instructed. 
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Exit from ELL Program Criteria 

Your child will qualify for the ESOL Program until he/she meets the State of New Hampshire exit criteria in English 

proficiency on the ACCESS for ELLs test. The ACCESS for ELLs test is a language proficiency assessment that 

measures listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of non -English background learners. The ACCESS for 

ELLs test assigns scores based on a 1 – 6 scoring scale. Students need to attain an overall score of 5 and no score in 

any of the language domains of listening, speaking, reading, or writing, lower than 4. 

 

All information regarding your child’s progress in attaining English language proficiency will be a part of his/her 

ESOL records and may be accessed through his/her ESOL teacher. 

 

Expected Rate of Graduation 

School districts in New Hampshire expect all students, including ESOLs, to graduate within 4 years of entering the 

9th grade. However, federal provisions provide that students may graduate within five or six years, if needed. 

 

ESOL Students with Disabilities 

If your child is a student with a disability and requires an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or a 504 Plan, the 

language instruction program will be utilized in coordination with your child’s existing plan. 

 

Parental Rights 

It is your parental right to: A) decline to enroll your child in the language instruction program; B) enroll or remove 

your child from the language instruction program at any time during the school year; or C) choose other program 

options for your child with the assistance of your child’s school. 

 

Please check one and then sign: 

 

_______ Yes, I would like to enroll my child in the ESOL program. 

 

_______ No, I do not wish to have my child enrolled in the ESOL program. 

 

Parent signature________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent name __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date________________________________ 

 

 

Jolene Francoeur                                    Eris Hersey 

ESOL Teacher    Principal 

Idlehurst Elementary School  Idlehurst Elementary School 

46 Stackpole Rd    46 Stackpole Rd 

Somersworth, NH 03878   Somersworth, NH 03878 

(603)692-2435    (603)692-2435 

jfrancoeur@sau56.org   ehersey@sau56.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jfrancoeur@sau56.org
mailto:ehersey@sau56.org
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           June 2018 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

This past winter, English Language Learner (ELL) students in grades kindergarten through 

twelfth grade participated in the administration of the ACCESS 2.0 for ELL language 

proficiency test.  ACCESS 2.0 provides a standardized measurement of academic language 

proficiency for ELL students throughout the State of New Hampshire, and in other states.  The 

assessment identifies your child’s language skills in both social and academic English.  Social 

language is used to communicate for everyday purposes.  Academic language is used to 

communicate in the content of language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. With this 

information, we will be able to monitor individual ELL student progress on an annual basis.  

 

Attached is a report of your child’s English language proficiency scores from the ACCESS 2.0 

assessment.  The report details your child’s English language proficiency scores in the areas of 

listening, speaking, reading and writing, a comprehension score (listening and reading scores 

combined) and an overall score.  Information on English language proficiency levels are also 

given at the bottom of the report. 

 

Your child will qualify for the ESOL program until he/she meets the State of New Hampshire 

exit criteria in English proficiency on the ACCESS 2.0 test. The ACCESS 2.0 test assigns scores 

based on a 1 – 6 scoring scale. Students need to attain an overall composite score of 5.0, in order 

to ‘test out’ of the program and be placed on Monitor status. 

  

If you have any questions regarding this test or the information that is being sent to you about 

how your child performed on this test, please contact me, Jolene Francoeur, ESOL teacher at 

Idlehurst Elementary School at 692-2435. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Jolene Francoeur  

ESOL Teacher 

Idlehurst Elementary School 

46 Stackpole Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

(603) 692-2435 

jfrancoeur@sau56.org 
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Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

 
Enclosed is a copy of your child’s ACCESS test scores. The ACCESS test is a language proficiency 
assessment that measures listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of non -English 
background learners. Based on your child’s scores he/she is proficient in English and is ready to 
enter monitor status, where he/she will remain for four years. In the state of New Hampshire, 
students need to attain an overall score of 5.0 or higher to be considered monitor status.  
 
While on monitor status, you child will not receive direct ESOL instruction.  Instead, your child’s 
academic performance will be reviewed three times a year. If at any time, we feel your child is 
having difficulty, we can resume ESOL services.   
 

If you have any questions regarding this test or the information that is being sent to you please 

contact me, Jolene Francoeur, ESOL teacher at Idlehurst Elementary School at 692-2435. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Jolene Francoeur  

ESOL Teacher 

Idlehurst Elementary School 

46 Stackpole Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

(603) 692-2435 

jfrancoeur@sau56.org 
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Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

 

I’m writing to inform you that your child has reached English language proficiency and is now 

exited from our ESOL program. Congratulations! Your child’s academic progress has been 

monitored for the last four years and based on his/her success your child performs at a level 

similar to native English speaking peers.  

 

Your child’s teaching team will continue to evaluate your child’s academic progress and if at any 

time the team feels that your child needs language support, we will contact you to discuss reentry 

in the ESOL program.  

 

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact me, Jolene Francoeur, ESOL 

teacher at Idlehurst Elementary School at 692-2435. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Jolene Francoeur  

ESOL Teacher 

Idlehurst Elementary School 

46 Stackpole Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

(603) 692-2435 

jfrancoeur@sau56.org 
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Somersworth School District ESOL Progress Report 

Name:         ESOL Placement Level: 

 
LEVEL MP1 MP2 MP3 LISTENING  

1 
ENTERING 

   Follows one-step oral directions 
   Sequences pictures, events, and processes 

   Points to stated pictures and words 
2 
BEGINNING 

   Follows two-step oral directions 

   Matches information from previously introduced oral descriptions  

3 
DEVELOPING 

   Follows multi-step directions 
   Sorts or sequences oral information using pictures, tables, charts, or objects 

4 
EXPANDING 

   Compares and contrasts using oral information 
   Analyzes and applies oral information 
   Identifies cause and effect from oral discourse 

5 
BRIDGING 

   Draws conclusions and inferences from oral information independently 
   Constructs model based on oral discourse independently  
   Makes connections between topics and ideas based on oral discourse independently 

LEVEL MP1 MP2 MP3 SPEAKING 

1 
ENTERING 

   Names previously introduced objects, people, pictures 

   Answers wh- (who, what, when) or choice questions 

   Repeats previously introduced words, phrases, and memorized expressions 

2 
BEGINNING 

   Asks simple wh- or choice questions on a specific topic 

   Uses simple phrases to describe using previously taught information (events, object, people) 

   Restates facts or statements 

3 
DEVELOPING 

   Makes predictions using a sentence starter 
   Describes processes with a word bank 
   Retells stories using sequence words 

4 
EXPANDING 

   Discusses stories, topics, issues, concepts using varied language structures and vocabulary 
   Gives oral reports and speeches with support 
   Makes inferences based on text 
   Uses academic vocabulary and/or multiple meaning words appropriately, analyzes literary 

elements 

5 
BRIDGING 

   Speaking is similar to a native speaker of English at the same grade level 

LEVEL MP1 MP2 MP3 READING 

1 
ENTERING 

   Reads introduced simple sentences and high frequency words 

   Identifies introduced sound symbol relationships 

 

  Matches pictures to introduced words, phrases, or environmental print 

2 
BEGINNING 

   Locates and classifies information in introduced text 

   Previews text using visual support 

 

  Identifies introduced language patterns associated with facts 

3 
DEVELOPING 

   Matches and/or sequences pictures, events, processes 
   Identifies main ideas in introduced chunked text 
   Uses context clues to determine the meaning of words 

4 
EXPANDING 

   Interprets information in previewed text and/or locates details to support main ideas 

   Identifies introduced word families/roots and figures of speech 

5 
BRIDGING 
 
 
 

   Comprehends and analyzes introduced grade level text, using multiple genres independently 

LEVEL MP1 MP2 MP3 WRITING 

1 
ENTERING 

   Writes symbols or high frequency words 

   Labels pictures and graphs/copies notes 

   Creates lists of words from previously taught concepts 

2 
BEGINNING 

   Completes pattern sentences 

   Writes simple sentences 

   Completes graphic organizers forms with personal information 

3 
DEVELOPING 

   Writes short paragraphs to describe, compare and contrast, explain steps, and state opinions 
   Paraphrases and summarizes information from graphics, notes and chunked text 
   Draws conclusions, citing evidence from text 

4 
EXPANDING 

   Summarizes information from notes and graphics and edits/revises own writing 
   Uses original ideas or detailed writing when responding to a prompt or topic 

5 
BRIDGING 

   Composes multiple  forms of grade level writing independently with a graphic organizer 
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